SNOWBALL.  PRINTER,  SPENNYMOOR. 


19  13. 


REPORT  OR  TELE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


TO  THE 

ChaipmaD  and  Meinbers  of  the  Sponnyinoor  U.D.  CouBcil. 


Gentlemen. 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  report  for  the  year  1913. 

The  District. — There  is  no  change  to  record.  The  area  com¬ 
prises  3388  acres  and  is  partly  urban  and  partly  rural  in  character. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  river  Wear,  on  the  South  by 
the  Railway  from  Merrington  Lane  to  Binchester  Colliery,  on  the 
East  by  the  Darlington  Road,  and  on  the  West  by  the  Highway 
from  the  river  Wear  to  the  Railway  from  Binchester  Colliery. 
The  soil  is  clay  throughout  the  district  and  this  with  the  fact  that 
nearly  all  the  older  houses  have  been  built  without  a  proper  damp 
course  makes  damp  walls  very  common. 

Industrial  and  Social  Conditions. — The  chief  industry  of  the 
district  is  coal  mining.  There  are  however  at  present  only  two 
mines  situated  within  the  district  that  are  actually  working,  a 
large  one  the  Black  Horse  Colliery  at  Tudhoe  and  a  small  one  in 
Rock  Road.  The  majority  of  the  miners  living  in  the  district  work 
at  outlying  mines.  At  the  Tudhoe  Iron  Works  there  are  two  blast 
furnaces  (but  there  is  usually  not  more  than  one  working),  there 
are  also  two  sets  of  patent  coke  ovens  and  chemical  works.  There 
are  engineering  works  at  Merrington  Lane  and  Barnfield  Road,  and 
brick  works  at  Merrington  Lane  and  Tudhoe  Colliery.  The  coal 
miners  are  on  the  whole  a  strong  healthy  body  of  men.  I  have 
previously  remarked  how  seldom  they  are  attacked  by  Phthisis 
but  this  year  I  have  had  eight  cases  ot  Phthisis  in  miners  notified. 
The  smell  from  the  chemical  works  is  at  times  unpleasant  but  I 
have  failed  to  trace  any  injurous  effects  to  it. 

Population. — According  to  the  census  of  1911  the  population 
was  17914.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  3587  and  the 
average  number  of  inmates  was  5.  The  estimated  population  to 
the  middle  of  1913  is  18208.  The  Urban  District  is  in  three  Poor 
Law  Districts  and  I  have  no  statistics  to  show  the  amount  of 
Poor  Law  Relief.  The  Durham  County  Hospital  and  the  New¬ 
castle  Royal  Infirmary  are  largely  utilized  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District.  —  Water  Supply — Every 
house  in  the  district  with  the  exception  of  a  few  outlying  farms  is 
supplied  by  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company.  It  is  a 
pure  moorland  water  of  excellent  quality  for  all  purposes.  There 
has  been  no  evidence  to  lead  one  to  suppose  that  the  water  supply 
has  been  responsible  for  any  disease  in  the  district. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — Sewage  matter  from  the  district  still 
finds  its  way  into  the  river  Wear,  and  will  do  so  until  the  new 
sewage  scheme  is  in  operation.  As  I  have  formerly  reported,  a 
quantity  of  chemical  material  and  fine  coke  dust  is  discharged  into 
the  beck  in  Low  Grange  Road.  The  odour  has  given  rise  to  some 
complaint,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  injurious  to  health. 
The  beck  running  at  the  back  of  Bishop’s  Close  Rows  to  the 
bottom  of  George  Street  is  used  by  many  people  as  a  depot  for 
rubbish.  This  obstructs  the  flow  and  causes  a  nuisance.  It  has 
been  frequently  cleared  out  by  the  Council’s  workmen,  but  soon 
becomes  as  bad  as  ever.  In  my  opinion  the  only  way  to  remedy 
the  nuisance  would  be  to  cover  the  beck  in. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — In  my  last  report  I  stated  that  I 
hoped  before  this  report  was  written  that  the  new  sewage  scheme 
would  be  well  under  way.  Unfortunately  my  hopes  have  not  been 
realised.  Some  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year.  The 
contract  has  been  signed  and  the  work  will  probably  be  com¬ 
menced  in  April. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  large  majority  of  the  closets  are 
ash-closets.  During  the  year  1^8  ash-pit  privies  have  been  con¬ 
verted  into  ash-closets  and  2  into  water-closets.  There  are  at 
present  in  the  district  204  water-closets,  2927  ash-closets,  and  499 
ash-pit  privies.  Up  to  the  present  the  Council  have  not  required 
the  owners  to  provide  water-closets  for  new  houses  as  it  would 
increase  the  nuisance  the  sewage  was  causing  in  passing  into  the 
river  Wear.  As  the  sewage  scheme  will  be  probably  commenced 
during  this  year  I  should  advise  the  Council  to  consider  the  desir¬ 
ability  of  requiring  the  owners  to  provide  water-closets  to  all  new 
buildings. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse — This  work  is  done  by  the  Council 
who  let  it  out  to  Contractors.  I  regret  to  report  that  in  many  of 
the  scavenging  areas  the  work  has  been  done  very  badly  and  has 
given  rise  to  a  large  amount  of  complaint.  This  matter  has  been 
before  the  Council  on  several  occasions  and  efforts  have  been 
made  to  try  and  compel  the  contractors  to  do  their  work  more 
efficiently.  Some  improvement  has  recently  been  effected  but  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  Council  \Yill  have  to  take  more  drastic 
measures  with  the  contractors  before  this  important  work  is  done 
in  a  satisfactory  manner. 


Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  he  controlled  hij 

Bye-Laws  or  Regulations- 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  two  knacker  yards  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  These  have  been  kept  clean  and  free  from  nuisance.  With 
regard  to  the  loading  of  bones  in  railway  trucks  which  I  alluded 
to  in  my  last  report,  this  in  now  conducted  in  a  part  of  the  railway 
yard  further  removed  from  the  houses  and  I  have  had  no  com¬ 
plaints  recently. 

Lodging  Houses. — There  are  four  lodging  houses  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  They  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  are  reported  to 
have  been  kept  clean  and  free  from  nuisance.  No  case  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease  has  been  reported  from  them. 

Cellar  Dwellings. — There  is  only  one  in  the  district.  More 
than  once  the  Inspector  has  had  to  turn  people  out  of  it,  but  he 
found  some  one  in  it  last  week  again. 

Schools. - The  sanitary  condition  of  all  the  Elementary 

Public  Schools  in  the  district  is  good  and  they  have  a  satisfactory 
water  supply.  There  has  been  no  epidemic  of  Infectious  Disease 
which  could  be  traced  to  any  of  the  schools.  In  three  or  four 
instances  head  teachers  of  the  schools  have  called  my  attention  to 
suspicious  cases  and  I  have  dealt  with  them. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  is  the  Chief  School  Medical 
Officer  for  the  district,  and  the  examination  of  the  children  is  con¬ 
ducted  by  his  assistants. 

FOOD. — Milk  Supply. — All  the  cow-sheds  and  dairies  in  the 
district  have  been  twice  inspected,  and  the  requirements  as  to 
lime-washing,  &c. ,  have  been  carried  out.  In  many  instances 
however  there  is  much  to  be  desired  in  the  way  the  cows  are  kept, 
the  personal  cleanliness  of  the  milkers  and  the  precautions  necess¬ 
ary  to  prevent  contamination  of  the  milk.  As  I  have  reported 
previously  the  demand  for  milk  in  the  district  is  usually  greater 
than  the  supply  and  whilst  the  milk  sellers  can  easily  dispose  of 
all  the  milk  they  have  they  will  make  no  effort  to  improve  the  con¬ 
ditions.  No  action  has  been  taken  as  to  tuberculous  milk. 

Other  Foods. — Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  27  slaughter 
houses  scattered  over  a  large  area.  They  are  regularly  inspected 
twice  a  year  and  occasionally  at  times  of  slaughtering.  Their 
number  and  wide  distribution  however  render  it  almost  impossible 
for  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  with  his  multifarious  duties  to  give 
meat  inspection  the  attention  it  desires. 

Bake  Houses. — There  are  few  bake  houses  in  the  district  as 
most  families  bake  their  own  bread.  The  existing  ones  have  been 
inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act. — The  w'ork  is  undertaken  by  an 
officer  appointed  by  the  County  Council.  ^I  have  had  no  infor- 
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mation  of  any  prosecutions  under  the  Act  during  the  year. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act, 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and  for  the 
purpose  of  Section  17  ofthe  Act  of  1909  was  397. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  which  on  inspection  were 
considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  was  12. 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority  with 
a  view  to  making  closing  orders  was  12. 

The  number  of  closing  orders  made  was  i. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  the  detects  in  which  were 
remedied  without  making  closing  orders  was  o. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  the  making  of 
closing  orders  were  put  into  a  fit  state  for  human  habitation  was  o. 

The  general  character  of  defects  found  to  exist  damp  and 

defective  floors,  badly  paved  yards,  defective  roofs  and  spouting, 
damp  walls,  absence  of  handrail  to  stairs,  windows  which  will  not 
open. 

With  regard  to  the  1 1  houses  in  which  closing  orders  were 
not  made  the  Council  have  adjourned  the  matter  on  the  owners 
promising  to  do  the  work. 

With  regard  to  the  sufficiency  of  houses  in  the  district,  there 
is  little  doubt  that  at  the  present  lime  there  is  a  shortage.  As  the 
result  of  an  enquiry  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
myself  this  month  as  instructed  by  the  Council,  we  found  there 
was  not  a  single  house  to  let  in  the  district.  We  found  there  was 
a  certain  amount  of  overcrowding  in  some  parts  of  the  district  but 
not  of  a  very  serious  character.  Whilst  the  present  shortage 
obtains  it  makes  It  very  difficult  to  deal  with  these  cases.  Private 
speculators  for  some  reason  or  another  seem  less  inclined  to  build 
new  houses  than  they  w^ere  a  year  or  two  back.  There  were  only 
25  houses  built  in  the  district  during  the  year.  There  is  little 
doubt  that  the  insufficiency  of  the  houses  in  the  district  is  brought 
about  by  the  large  number  of  men  who  live  in  the  district  but 
work  in  the  mines  outside  the  Council’s  area. 

Supervision  over  the  Constrnction  of  New  Houses. — Plans  of  all 
new  buildings  have  to  be  passed  by  the  Council.  The  Surveyor 
inspects  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  all  new  houses.  Some  of 
the  houses  built  within  the  last  few  years  have  been  constructed  of 
very  poor  materials,  notably  those  in  Barker  Street. 

Workshops^  Workplaces^  &c. — These  have  all  been  inspected 
during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Adminstration  ofthe  District. 

(i)  Staff. — A  statement  of  the  work  of  the  Inspector  of 
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Nuisances  is  set  forth  in  the  Table  at  the  end  of  the  report.  As 
he  acts  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Milkshops  and  Dairies, 
Slaughter  Houses,  Meat,  &c.,  in  addition  to  supervising  the 
Contractors  for  removing  the  household  refuse  and  Inspector 
under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  his  time  is  pretty 
fully  taken  up. 

(2)  Hospital  Accominodahoiu — The  Council  posseses  an  up-to- 
date  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.  It  contains  24  beds,  16 
for  Scarlet  Fever  and  8  for  Enteric  Fever.  The  staff  consists  of  a 
Nurse  Matron,  Staff  Nurse  and  a  Probationer.  The  Hospital  and 
the  staff  have  proved  sufficient  to  meet  all  demands  made  upon 
them  during  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths  in  the  Hospital  this 
year. 

General  Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  the  IHstrict^ 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Parts  3  and  5  of  Public  Health  Amendment  Act. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. — The  County  Council 
have  arranged  for  all  medical  practioners  to  be  allowed  to  send 
specimens  from  cases  of  suspected  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever  and 
Phthisis  to  the  Bacteriologist  of  Durham  University  School  of 
Medicine  and  have  them  examined  free  of  cost.  I  am  pleased  to 
report  that  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  district  have  during  this 
year  taken  full  advantage  of  this  arrangement  and  it  has  proved 
very  useful.  Material  from  a  suspected  case  of  food  poisoning 
was  also  sent. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Fifty  two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  249  in  1912.  The  cases  were  mostly  of  a  mild 
type.  In  most  of  the  cases  the  source  of  infection  could  not  be 
traced.  Four  cases  appeared  to  have  been  infected  from  outside 
district,  viz  :  two  from  Page  Bank  and  two  from  Brandon  Colliery. 
There  were  four  cases  which  were  almost  certainly  return  cases 
and  a  few  others  were  possibly  such.  The  cases  were  spread  over 
the  whole  year,  they  were  not  connected  with  any  particular 
school,  and  their  was  nothing  to  lead  one  to  suppose  they  were 
connected  with  the  milk  supply.  One  can  only  suppose  the 
majority  were  infected  by  mild  unrecognized  cases. 

Diphtheria. — Twelve  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
There  were  three  deaths  from  this  disease.  Two  of  these  were 
laryngeal  cases  who  died  before  they  could  be  removed  to  the 
hospital.  Eight  of  the  cases  sporodic  in  which  the  saurce  of 
infection  could  not  be  traced  with  any  certainty.  The  other  four 
occurred  in  a  family  consisting  of  a  man  and  his  wife,  a  girl  aged  7 
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a  boy  2  and  a  boy  i.  The  boy  aged  2  was  first  attacked,  no 
source  could  be  traced  for  infection  in  the  milk  supply,  water 
supply,  or  drains.  On  enquiry  the  girl  w’as  found  to  have  had  a 
nasal  discharge  for  some  time,  and  when  this  was  examined  bac- 
teriologically  it  was  found  to  contain  Keeles  Isoffler  bacillus. 
The  mother  and  the  boy,  aged  i,  were  subsequently  attacked,  and 
the  girl  also  had  an  attack  of  pharyngeal  diphtheria.  The  boy 
aged  two  died,  the  others  recovered,  but  whilst  the  mother’s  and 
youngest  boy’s  throat  cleared  up  in  about  three  weeks  it  was 
more  than  2  months  before  the  girls  nose  gave  a  negative  result 
on  bacteriological  examination. 

Enteric  Fever. — Eight  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  nine  in  1912. 

No.  I — Notified  in  May,  Spennymoor  Ward,  no  source  of 
infection  traced. 

No.  2 — Notified  August  27th,  Half  Moon  Lane,  no  source  of 
infection  traced. 

No.  3 — Notified  September  6,  Tudhoe  Colliery,  appeared  to 
be  due  to  mussels. 

No.  4 — Notified  September  7th,  Half  Moon  Lane. 

No.  5 — Notified  September  8th,  Half  Moon  Lane. 

No.  6 — Notified  September  nth,  Spennymoor  Ward,  no 
source  of  infection  traced. 

No.  7 — Notified  September  i6th.  Low  Spennymoor,  had 
nursed  No.  4. 

No.  8 — Notified  December  24th,  occurred  in  house  to  which 
No.  4  had  returned. 

With  regard  to  cases  Nos.  4  &  5,  they  occurred  in  houses  in 
close  proximity  to  No.  2.  As  No.  2  had  been  at  home  nearly  a 
fortnight  before  removal  to  hospital  it  is  quite  possible  the 
infection  may  have  been  conveyed  by  flies. 

Whooping  Cough  was  present  in  the  district  almost  through¬ 
out  the  year.  At  no  time  were  there  a  great  number  of  cases,  but 
it  was  responsible  for  10  deaths.  It  seems  impossible  to  get 
parents  to  take  proper  precautions  to  prevent  infection  in  this 
disease.  Infected  children  are  allowed  to  mix  freely  with  others 
in  spite  of  all  one  can  do. 

German  Measles  was  prevalent  in  the  district  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  year.  None  of  the  cases  were  at  all  serious.  •  The  chief 
difficulty  was  to  distinguish  a  few  of  the  cases  from  mild  Scarlet 
Fever.  As  is  usually  the  case  a  few  were  sent  into  the  hospital  as 
Scarlet  Fever. 

One  or  two  school  intimations  of  disease  were  inquired  into 
but  no  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  found  during  the  year. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Tnbercalosis. 

A  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  cases  ot  Tuberculosis  has  been 
arranged  by  the  County  Council  and  the  County  Insurance  Com¬ 
mittee.  A  Tuberculosis  Officer  has  been  appointed  with  assistants. 
A  copy  of  all  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  has  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  weekly.  During  the  year  25  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  5  cases  of  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis. 

During  1912  twenty-seven  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  notified  : 

(a)  Primary  notifications  are  visited  by  your  Medical  Officer, 
by  the  Health  Visitor,  and  also  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  if  application  for  Sanatorium  treatment  is  made. 

(b)  Subsequent  visits  are  made  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

(c)  Arrangements  for  the  detection  of  unrecognized  cases  of 

Tuberculosis  associated  with  notified  cases  are  left  to  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer. 

(d)  The  Health  Visitor  and  one  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officers 
usually  visit  cases  discharged  from  a  Sanatorium. 

(e)  If  a  patient  dies  from  Tuberculosis  an  offer  is  made  to  the 

friends  to  disinfect  the  rooms,  &c,  which  have  been 
occupied  by  the  patient. 

Investigation  of  Other  Diseases, 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. — Twenty-two  deaths  occurred  from 
these  diseases  in  children  under  2  years  of  age.  There  is  little 
doubt  that  the  majority  of  these  deaths  are  due  to  want  of  care  in 
the  feeding  of  young  children.  Probably  to  lack  of  care  in  milk¬ 
ing  and  guarding  the  milk  from  contamination  is  a  contributory 
factor.  I  notice  that  an  increasing  number  of  parents  are  feeding 
young  children  with  the  various  dried  milk  foods. 

Rickets  is  not  prevalent  in  the  district. 

Food  Poisoning. — Two  cases  came  under  my  notice.  One  a 
man  suffered  severely^  from  mackerel  poisoning  but  no  material 
was  available.  The  other  was  a  case  in  which  a  woman  and  two 
children  were  attacked  after  eating  a  saveloy  which  was  obviously 
not  very  fresh.  A  part  of  the  saveloy  was  sent  to  the  Bacteriolog¬ 
ist  and  the  following  is  : 

An  Abstract  of  the  Report. — I  have  examined  the  material  for 
the  presence  of  the  recognized  food  poisoning  organisms  and 
have  failed  to  find  any  organisms  identical  with  any  of  the  bacilli. 
There  was  a  bacillus  present  which  I  was  not  able  to  identify. 

Means  for  preventing  Mortality  in  Children  and  Infancy. — 
Ninety  six  deaths  were  registered  in  children  under  i  year  of  age. 
This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  157  per  1,000  births.  Last 
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year  the  deaths  numbered  62  and  the  rate  104.  The  county  rate 
is  133.  In  spite  of  all  efforts  this  infant  mortality  rate  remains 
much  higher  than  it  should  be  and  is  a  blot  on  the  district.  In 
comparing  it  with  1912  one  must  remember  that  1913  was  a 
warmer  drier  summer,  which  always  increases  the  deaths  from 
diarrhoea,  &c. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  17, 
Premature  Birth  15,  Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus  13, 
Convulsions  9,  Pneumonia  8,  Bronchitis  7.  All  of  these  with  the 
exception  of  Premature  Birth  are  more  or  less  preventible  diseases 
and  even  the  prematurely  born  children,  with  proper  care,  can 
often  be  reared  into  strong  healthy  children.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  a  large  number  of  these  deaths  would  not  occur  if  children 
could  all  be  brought  up  on  the  breast.  Various  excuses  are  given 
for  adopting  the  feeding  bottle,  such  as  insufficient  milk, 
fretfulness  of  the  child,  inability  to  thrive  on  the  mother’s  milk, 
&c,  but  I  think  with  a  little  patience  and  perserverance  that  the 
difficulty  could  be  overcome  in  many  cases.  From  some  cause  or 
another  however,  I  find  that  an  increasing  number  of  woman  lose 
their  breast  milk  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  suckling.  With  regard 
to  the  number  of  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  I  have 
frequently  called  attention  to  the  number  of  young  babies  in  arms 
to  be  seen  in  the  street  any  Saturday  night. 

The  County  Council  have  adopted  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act  for  the  whole  of  the  County  excepting  the  County  Boroughs. 
They  have  also  appointed  Lady  Health  Visitors  to  follow  up  the 
notifications.  This  is  a  measure  I  have  advocated  for  some  years 
and  I  hope  we  shall  find  it  will  have  an  appreciable  effect  on  the 
Infant  Mortality  rate  of  the  district.  The  act  came  into  torce  in 
April  and  Miss  Freeman  of  Crook  was  appointed  temporarily.  She 
has  done  her  best  but  the  district  given  her  was  much  too  wide  to 
work  thoroughly.  At  the  end  of  the  year  Miss  Kenny  was 
appointed  for  Bishop  Auckland  and  Spennymoor  and  I  hope  we 
shall  soon  begin  to  see  the  value  of  the  work. 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  under  the  Midwives  Act. 

Ophthaliiiia  Neonatoru?n. — The  Council  has  recently  added 
this  to  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases.  As  far  as  my  experience 
goes  the  disease  is  a  rare  one  in  the  district. 

BIRTHS. — The  births  belonging  to  the  district  numbered 
609,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  33*4.  In  1912  they  numbered  594  with 
a  rate  of  32*9  so  that  there  is  a  slight  increase.  The  birth  rate  is 
however  much  below  the  average  for  the  last  10  years  and  shows 
signs  of  the  decrease  which  is  taking  place  all  over  the  country. 

DEATHS. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district 
numbered  253.  Deducting  from  this  the  number  of  persons  4, 
who  died  within  the  district,  but  resided  outside  it,  and  adding  to 
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it  the  number  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  who  died 
outside  it,  i6,  we  get  the  corrected  number  of  265,  which  gives  a 
death  rate  of  14.5  per  1,000.  In  1912  the  number  was  269  and 
the  rate  14*9  per  1,000,  so  that  there  is  a  slight  decrease. 

Enquiry  into  the  causes  of  death  shows  the  largest  number  40 
was  due  to  congenital  debility  and  premature  birth,  [406  diarrhoea, 
and  enteritis  32.  I  have  dealt  with  these  under  infant  mortality, 
phthisis  caused  ii  deaths  as  opposed  to  14  last  year,  cancer  9 
deaths,  there  were  16  in  1912,  bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  36 
deaths,  in  1912  there  were  59,  heart  disease  12,  there  were  20  in 
1912.  There  has  therefore  been  a  decrease  in  deaths  of  persons 
over  I  year  of  age  but  this  has  been  nullified  by  the  increased 
infant  mortality. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. — There  were  27  deaths  uncerti¬ 
fied  during  the  year  of  which  10  occurred  in  children  under  i  year. 
Last  year  the  figures  were  31  and  4  respectively.  The  number  of 
uncertified  deaths  has  been  steadily  dimishing  since  1904  when 
they  numbered  77. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MUSSELLWHITE,  M.O.H. 


Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
THE  District. 

At  all 

Ages 

Rate 

13 

18*6 

18-5 

14  7 

16  2 

14  9 

o 

l-H 

Number 

12 

314 

313 

250 

290 

269  i 

265 

Under  1  Year 
of  Age. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 

Births 

11 

1 

as  CO  so  uo  ir- 

CO  l--  CO  CO  o  1  uo 

^  ^  .-H  rH  1  ^ 

Number 

10 

114 

118 

95 

102 

62 

96 

Transferable 

Deaths 

of  Resi¬ 
dents 
not  Re¬ 
gistered 
in  the 
District. 

9 

1 

1 

o  <x>  00  o  1 

^  CM  ^  ^  1  ^ 

1 

of  Non¬ 
residents 
registe’d 
in  the 
District 

8 

rf  CO 

Total  Deaths 
Registered 

IN  THE 

District. 

17*6 

17-3 

13  7 

1 

15  4 

13-9 

13*9 

N  umber 

6 

297 

293 

232 

276 

252 

CO 

lO 

Births. 

Nett 

Rate 

5 

42 

40-5 

41 

34-5 

32-9 

CO 

Number 

4 

712 

686 

695 

618 

1 

594 

609 

1 

•aoquin^ 

p0p9a.ioou]q 

712 

686 

695 

614 

590 

608 

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of  each 
Year, 

2 

16870 

16900 

16930 

17909 

18033 

18208 

Year. 

1 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

»o 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water) — 3388. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  17914.  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  3587.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house, 


(U)  Cases  of  infectious  Disease  notified  during 

the  year  1913^ 

Name  of  District— Spennymoor  Urban. 


Notifiable  Disease 

Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

Total  Cases  notified 
in  each  Locality. 

At  all 
Ages 

At  Ages  t — Years. 

u 

o 

O  . 

c 

Cm 

Jj 

Ferryhill 

W  ard- 

Tudhoe 

Ward. 

U  nder 

1. 

1  to 

5. 

5  to 
15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
45 

45  to 
65 

1  65  and 
nlnwards 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtlieria  ^ 

M’ranousCroup) 

12 

1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

7 

5 

Erysipelas 

9 

1 

3 

4 

1 

5 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

52 

1 

16 

34 

1 

12 

9 

21 

Ty pirns  fever 

Enteric  fever 

8 

2 

3 

3 

-r 

2 

2 

4 

Relapsing  fever 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

25 

5 

5 

11 

4 

6 

5 

14 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Totals 

111 

2 

22 

46 

13 

19 

8 

1 

32 

19 

50 

.Total  cases  removed  lo  Hospital— Diphtheria  6  ;  Scarlet  fever  48  ; 

Enteric  fever  8  ;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  7  ;  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis  2.  Total— 71. 

Isolation  Hospital— Spennymoor  Urban  District  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital. 
Sanatoria — Durham  County  Council’s  Sanatoria,  Black  Fell  and  Wolsingham. 


(Ill) 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1913. 


1  ^  m4 

^  « 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages 

of  Residents  whether 

occurring 

within 

or  without  the  district. 

Causes  of  Death. 

1  & 

2  & 

5  & 

15  & 

25  & 

45  & 

65  & 

All 

Und 

und. 

und 

und. 

und. 

und 

und 

up- 

ages 

1 

2 

5 

15 

25 

45 

65 

wds 

H  ‘in 

Certified 

238 

86 

Uncertified 

27 

10 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 
Whoopinfj-cougli 

10 

3 

2 

5 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

Tuberculous  Menin- 

11 

3 

4 

4 

gitis 

2 

1 

1 

Other  tuberculous 

diseases 

7 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease 

9 

2 

3 

4 

Kheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

3 

o 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

12 

8 

4 

Bronchitis 

18 

4 

1 

1 

4 

5 

Pneumonia 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

18 

8 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

piratory  organs 
Diarrhoea  and 

2 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

32 

17 

6 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  and 

Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

2 

1 

1 

Disease 

10 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

Puerperal  fever 

Other  accidents  and 

and  diseases  ot 
Pregnancy  and 
Parturition 
Congenital  Debility 
and  Malform¬ 
ation,  including 
Premature  birth 

3 

1 

2 

40 

38 

O 

Violent  Deaths,  ex- 

eluding  Suicide 

n 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Suicides 

Other  Defined 

Diseases 

54 

15 

4 

3 

1 

2 

5 

11 

13 

Diseases  ill  defined 

or  unknown 

18 

1 

1 

o 

14 

265 

96 

23 

15 

5 

11 

22 

42 

51 

(4)  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1913 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  Week.  I 

1-2  Weeks.  I 

2  3  Weeks.  I 

3-4  Weeks.  I 

Total  under 

1  Month. 

1-3  Months.  1 

3-6  Months.  | 

1  6-9  Months.  I 

1  9-12  Months.  | 

under  One  Year. 

Total  Deaths 

All  \  Certified 

86 

Causes.  /  Uncertified 

10 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Cioup 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

2 

Convulsions 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

9 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

2 

2 

7 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

3 

1 

8 

Diarrhoea 

1 

2 

3 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

3 

4 

3 

3 

14 

Gastritis 

2 

2 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

2 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

1 

1 

Atelectasis 

3 

3 

3 

Congenital  Malformations  .. 

4 

4 

2 

1 

7 

Premature  Birth  ... 

to 

] 

o 

2 

15 

15 

Atrophy,  Debility,  \ 

Marasmus  j 

.3 

1 

4 

4 

3 

2 

13 

Other  causes 

2 

2 

2.3 

2 

2 

30 

18 

19 

15 

14 

96 

Nett  Births  in  the  year — 609. 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year — 9G. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES, 
WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


1. -INSPECTION 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

31 

4 

Workshops  ... 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

.  103 

6 

Workplaces  ... 

Homeworkers  Premises 

4 

Total 

138 

10 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Particulars. 

Found. 

Remed’d 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Ihspect’r 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

6 

6 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

2 

2 

(  insutfleient 

_ <  unsuitable  or  defective 

accommodation  )  ,  ,  e 

[  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
(S.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 

bakehouses  (SS,  97  to  100) 

Other  offences 

1 

Total 

10 

10 

Number 
of  prose¬ 
cutions. 


8.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS, 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

•  Q.  » 

r  Factories 

27 

O'®  S 

Workshops 

65 

O 
k4  O 

Work-places 

4 

lu’portant  classes  of 
shops,  such  as  wo 
bakehouses,  may  1 
merated  here. 

_ A _ 

.. 

Total  Number  of  workshops  on  Register 

96 

4.-0THER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act 
(8.  133) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  Act  (S.  5) 


(Notified  by  H.M.  In¬ 
spector 

Keports  (of  action  tak¬ 
en)  sent  to  H.M. 
Inspector 


Other 


Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101): — 

In  use  during 
Certificates  Sin 
granted  ^in 
In  use  at  the  end  ot  year 

_ 


Number. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Invspcctor  of  Nuisances’  Department  during 
the  year  1913,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Spennymoor. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Informal  written 

Formal  Notices 

Nuisances 

/.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Notices  by 
Inspector. 

by  order  of 
Autliority. 

abated  after 
Notice. 

Dwelling-houses 

Foul  Conditions  \ 

o 

2 

and 

Structural  Defects  J 

21 

5 

23 

Schools. 

Overcrowding 

10 

3 

9 

Lodging-houses 

•  ••  ••• 

2 

2 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Cowsheds 

« •  • 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

1 

Bakehouses 

•  •  • 

•  ••  •••  »• 

Slaughter-houses 

♦  ••• 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

18 

4 

18 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  •  ... 

6 

6 

Waterclosets 

•  »«  •••  •«* 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

13 

3 

14 

House 

Defective  traps  ...  [Sewers 
No  Disconnections  from 

Drainage 

Other  Faults 

13 

2 

13 

Water  Supply 

•••  ••• 

Pigsties 

•  ••  •• 

1 

1 

1 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

4 

o 

w 

Offensive  Trades 

•  ••  •••  .• 

Smoke  Nuisances 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

Other  Nuisances 

•  tf 

3 

3 

Totals 

♦  •••  ••• 

92 

20 

93 

//.  \f\later,  Food  and  Drugs. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use.. 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
Convictio.is  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwhole¬ 
some  Food 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  found  Adulterated  ... 


///.  Precautions  against  Infectious 

Disease. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ... 
Schools  do  do  do  do 
Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons 
or  things 

Convictions  for  do  do  do 


Number 


19 

21 

3 


Remarks. 


IV.  General. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  year  .. 
Number  of  such  houses  occupied  during  year 
Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets 

do  do  Water-closets  ... 

Ash-closets  do  do 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District 
do  Ash-closets  do 

do  Ashpit-privies  do 


25 

25 

178 

2 

1 

284  ... 
2927 
499 


8th  January^  1914.  ARTHUR  DOWDELL,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

To  Dr.  HILL,  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Durham. 


